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SPECIAL  PLACES  - WIND  VALLEY  MANAGEMENT  PLAN  IMPLEMENTED 

A management  plan  for  the  Wind  Valley  Natural  Area,  one  of  the  first  protected  areas  to  be  announced  under 
Alberta’s  Special  Places  program,  has  been  completed  and  will  be  implemented  immediately,  stated  Ty  Lund, 
Minister  of  Environmental  Protection  on  February  20,  1997.  Mr.  Lund  expressed  his  appreciation  to  the  local 
municipalities  and  members  of  the  public  for  their  input  to  the  management  plan  throughout  the  consultation 
process  and  recognized  the  valuable  contribution  the  volunteer  stewards  will  make  in  monitoring  the  natural  area. 

The  Wind  Valley  Plan  complements  other  Special  Places  initiatives  in  Kananaskis  Country  such  as  creation  of  the 
195,000  acre  Elbow  Sheep  Wildland  Park.  Recent  legislative  amendments  strengthened  the  preservation 
component  of  Special  Places  by  excluding  new  industrial  development  in  this  Park.  Provincial  crown  lands 
adjacent  to  the  Wind  Valley  area  in  the  Bow  Corridor  have  also  been  identified  as  a Special  Places  candidate  area 
and  will  be  reviewed  by  a local  committee. 

Continued  on  page  2 
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WIND  VALLEY  NATURAL  AREA  MANAGEMENT  PLAN  HIGHLIGHTS 

About  the  Wind  Valley  Management  Plan 


- The  Wind  Valley  Management  Plan  was  prepared  by 
the  staff  of  Environmental  Protection  in  consultation 
with  various  stakeholder  groups  and  the  general  public. 
The  main  intent  of  the  Natural  Area  management  plan  is 
conservation  but  it  also  recognizes  excellent  recreation, 
education  and  research  opportunities,  with  restrictions 
designed  to  adequately  protect  the  area’s  natural  values. 

- Wind  Valley  plays  a significant  role  in  maintaining  the 
ecosystem  integrity  of  several  wildlife  species  on  a 
larger  regional  scale,  serving  as  a hub  for  wildlife 
movements  and  corridors  that  link  regional  populations. 
Ensuring  the  continued  utilization  of  critical  seasonal 
habitats  and  movement  corridors  within  Wind  Valley,  as 
well  as  connecting  corridors  to  adjacent  lands,  is  a 
priority  outlined  in  the  management  plan. 

- Non  motorized  recreation,  random  camping,  and 
limited  hunting  will  be  permitted.  However  trails  will  be 
kept  to  a minimum  and  seasonal  closures  to  protect 
critical  winter  habitats  and  lambing/calving  areas  will 
be  implemented.  Neither  livestock  grazing  nor 
commercial  timber  harvesting  will  be  permitted. 

- The  plan  acknowledges  pre-existing  commitments  and 
dispositions  such  as  a powerline  and  a small  island  of 
private  land  whose  development  control  remains  under 
the  Town  of  Canmore’s  jurisdiction.  There  are  no 
existing  Crown  Mineral  rights  within  the  Natural  Area 
and  no  new  rights  will  be  issued.  However,  some 
freehold  mineral  rights  exist  within  the  northerly  portion 
of  the  Natural  Area.  The  province  will  explore  ways  of 
resolving  any  potential  conflict,  although  the  present 
owners  can  apply  to  the  provincial  government  and  the 
Alberta  Energy  and  Utilities  Board  for  permission  to 
explore  or  develop.  Such  an  application  would  trigger 
existing  review  processes  to  determine  whether  this  was 
in  the  public  interest. 

For  more  information  please  write  to: 

Alberta  Environmental  Protection,  Natural  Resources  Service 
(Parks  Office) 

Suite  20 1 , Canmore  Provincial  Building,  800  Railway  Avenue, 
Canmore,  Alberta 
T1W1P1  A 


About  Wind  Valley 


- Wind  Valley  Natural  Area  is  located  eight 
kilometers  east  of  Canmore  and  south  of  the  Trans 
Canada  Highway  and  Bow  Valley.  Covering 
7,890  hectacres,  Wind  Valley  is  entirely  within 
Alberta’s  Rocky  Mountain  Natural  Region. 

- Wind  Valley’s  natural  values  and  vulnerability 
to  human  impacts  were  recognized  by  the  Natural 
Resources  Conservation  Board  and  the  provincial 
government  in  1992  when  a major  development 
proposed  for  the  north  end  of  the  valley  was 
turned  down.  The  province  subsequently  acquired 
virtually  all  the  lands  in  Wind  Valley  and 
designated  it  as  a Natural  Area  under  Alberta’s 
Special  Places  program. 

- The  Natural  Area  designation  under  the 
Wilderness  Areas,  Ecological  Reserves  and 
Natural  Areas  Act  provides  for  a high  degree  of 
enforceable  protection  where  required,  while 
maintaining  a flexible  management  approach  on 
other  aspects. 
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A New  Conservation  Strategy  for  Alberta 


The  Prairie  Conservation  Form  released  its  Alberta  Prairie 
Conservation  Action  Plan  on  February  5,  1997.  The  strategy 
details  prairie  conservation  priorities  to  the  year  2000  and 
seeks  to  ensure  that  the  biological  diversity  of  Alberta’s 
prairie  and  parkland  landscapes  is  sustained.  Efforts  are 
already  underway  to  implement  aspects  of  this  strategic  plan. 

Governments  at  all  levels,  land  holders,  resource  managers 
and  resource  industries  have  become  more  committed  to  the 
conservation  of  native  prairie  areas  as  our  knowledge  of  the 
extent  and  status  of  this  resource  increases. 


The  following  process  was  adopted  by  the  PCF  in  preparing 
a made-in  Alberta  PCAP: 

• undertake  an  assessment  of  what  was  accomplished  in 
Alberta  through  the  first  PCAP 

• invite  interested  and  affected  stakeholder  groups  to  a 
workshop  (June  1 994)  to  generate  ideas  for  a new  PCAP 

• develop  a draft  Alberta  PCAP  based  on  stakeholder  input 

• request  public  and  stakeholder  comments  on  the  proposed 
Alberta  PCAP 

• incorporate  public  and  stakeholder  feedback  in  a revised 
Alberta  PCAP 


• adopt  and  print  the  Alberta  PCAP 


In  the  mid  1980s,  World  Wildlife  Fund  Canada  initiated  its 
Wild  West  program  to 
promote  the 
conservation  of 
Canada’s  prairie 
wildlife  and  wild 
places.  One  aspect  of 
this  program  was  the 
development  and 
release  of  a Prairie 
Conservation  Action 
Plan  (PCAP),  which 
was  produced  through 
the  cooperative  efforts 
of  numerous 
stakeholder  groups 
from  Alberta, 

Saskatchewan  and 
Manitoba. 


Improved  management  approaches,  an  ethic  of  resource 
stewardship,  and  various  conservation  initiatives  help 
minimize  loss  of  native  grasslands. 


In  Alberta,  a large  multi- 
stakeholder group,  known 
as  the  Prairie  Conservation 
Coordinating  Committee,  was  established  to  guide 
implementation  of  the  PCAP.  In  1994,  the  last  year  in  the  5 
year  term  of  the  PCAP,  the  Prairie  Conservation 
Coordinating  Committee  decided  that  a new  5 year 
conservation  strategy  should  be  developed  to  continue  the 
prairie  conservation  agenda,  building  on  the  impetus  and 
success  of  the  PCAP. 


The  PCF  has  maintained 
ongoing  contact  with  both 
Saskatchewan  and 
Manitoba,  which  are  also 
producing  provincial 
PCAPs.  It  is  expected 
that  common,  prairie-wide 
conservation  principles 
and  guidelines  will  be 
adopted  by  all  three 
provinces  when  the 
provincial  PCAP 
processes  have  been 
concluded. 


The  PCF  is  seeking  partnerships 
with  interested  organizations  to 
implement  the  plan. 
Opportunities  exist  for 
individuals  and  groups  to 
participate  in  making  the  plan’s  vision  a reality.  If  you 
support  the  vision  contained  in  the  plan,  ‘The  biological 
diversity  of  native  prairie  ecosystems  in  Alberta  is  conserved 
for  the  benefit  of  current  and  future  generations,  ’ and  would 
like  to  participate  in  prairie  conservation  efforts,  please 
contact  the  PCF. 


The  Prairie  Conservation  Coordinating  Committee  was 
renamed  as  the  Prairie  Conservation  Forum  (PCF)  in  1994, 
reflecting  the  new  mandate  of  the  PCF-develop  a provincial 
successor  to  the  original  PCAP. 


If  you  would  like  to  receive  a copy  of  the  Alberta  PCAP  or 
would  like  further  information  on  the  vision  statement, 
guiding  principles  and  goals  of  the  PCF,  please  contact: 

Sam  Wirzba 

3rd  Floor,  YPM Place,  530  - 8 Street  South,  Lethbridge, 
Alberta,  T1J2J8. 

Phone:  (403)  382-4349  FAX:  (403)  382-4109 
E-mail:  swirzba@env.gov.  ab.  ca.  A 
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NEW  PROTECTED  AREAS 


On  February  3 1997,  Fort  Assiniboine  Sandhills  Wildland  Provincial  Park  and  Vega  Natural  Area,  northwest  of 
Barrhead  and  Prairie  Coulees  Natural  Area  northeast  of  Medicine  Hat  received  official  designation  under 
Alberta’s  Special  Places  program.  It  was  also  announced  that  the  establishment  of  the  Holmes  Crossing  Ecological 
Reserve  in  the  Boreal  Forest  Natural  Region  is  intended  following  the  required  60  day  notification  period. 

The  Fort  Assiniboine  Sandhills  Wildland  Provincial  Park  and  Vega  Natural  Area  designations,  along  with  the 
Holmes  Crossing  Ecological  Reserve  announcement  follow  on  the  recommendations  contained  within  the 
Athabasca  River  Sandhills  Access  and  Protection  Plan.  A Public  Advisory  Committee  which  completed  the  plan 
was  comprised  of  representatives  from  various  user  groups,  local  governments  and  area  residents.  These  groups 
will  continue  their  involvement  during  the  implementation  and  ongoing  management  of  the  new  Special  Places 
sites  and  in  decisions  affecting  ongoing  land  use  for  the  area. 

Fort  Assiniboine  Sandhills  Wildland  Provincial  Park  protects  19,479  acres  of 
diverse  landscape  features,  including  steep  valley  walls  and  river  flats  of  the 
Athabasca  River,  parabolic  and  mixed  transverse  dunes,  springs  and  wetlands. 
It  also  contains  old-growth  mixedwood  and  white  spruce  forests  and  protects 
part  of  the  historic  Klondyke  Trail.  The  area  has  existing  trails  and  river 
access  for  recreation  users.  Under  the  designation,  new  industrial  development 
will  be  prohibited. 

The  200-acre  Vega  Natural  Area’s  river  terraces  and  sandy  uplands  provide 
excellent  bird  watching  opportunities  and  offer  a spectacular  viewpoint  of  the 
Athabasca  River.  The  Holmes  Crossing  Ecological  Reserve,  to  be  established 
following  a 60-day  public  notification  process,  is  4,899-acres  in  size  and 
contains  some  of  the  best  examples  of  transverse  dunes  in  Canada. 

The  designation  of  the  Prairie  Coulees  Natural  Area  is  based  on  input  received  from  a local  stakeholder  group  and  the 
recommendations  of  the  Special  Places  Provincial  Coordinating  Committee.  The  Prairie  Coulees  Natural  Area 
preserves  4,400  acres  under  Special 
Places.  The  area  will  be  managed  to 
preserve  existing  grassland  values. 

The  site  features  coulees  and  flats 
along  the  South  Saskatchewan 
River,  and  captures  a number  of 
springs  and  grassland  communities. 

Existing  land-use  focuses  on 
traditional  grazing  that  has  been  in 
place  for  many  years  and  will 
continue  under  the  stewardship  of 
the  Alberta  government  and  the  local 
ranching  community. 

Prairie  Coulees 
Natural  Area 


Jhe  official  designation 
of  a Wildland  Prooincial 
Park,  two  natural  Areas 
and  an  Zoological 
Emm  will  add  28,978 
new  acres  to  Alberta's 
network  of  Special 
Places. 


CREATED  UNDER  SPECIAL  PLACES 


Athabasca  River  Sandhills  Access  and  Protection  Plan 
Fort  Assiniboine  Wildland  Provincial  Park, 
Holmes  Crossing  Ecological  Reserve  and 
Vega  Natural  Area 


The  Special  Places  sites  resulting  from  the  plan  strike  a balance 
between  protecting  areas  which  include  significant  dune  formations 
while  identifying  areas  that  meet  the  needs  of  motorized  and  non- 
motorized  recreational  users  as  well  as  existing  dispositions. 

The  Plan  accommodates  equestrian  use  through  a Forest-Land 
Use  Zone  and  motorized  recreational  use  in  an  Off-highway 
Vehicle  Area  located  outside  of  the  Special  Places  site. 

Local  Environmental  Protection  staff will  work  with  local  groups 
on  j oint  stewardship  on  the  W ildland  Provincial  Park  and  N atural 
Area.  This  includes  developing  facilities  such  as  the  separate  Off- 
Highway  Vehicle  area,  equestrian  staging  areas  and  trails,  signage 
explaining  land-use  designations  and  other  interpretive  facilities.  A 


Holmes  Crossing  Ecological  Reserve 
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DEDICATION  AND  COOPERATION: 
A WINNING  COMBINATION 


by  Lesley  Curthoys  (Brown) 


Y ou  may  have  heard  Peter  Gzowski  ’ s lively  interview  with 
Dr.  Mary  Majka  about  her  recent  lifetime  achievement 
award  from  Environment  Canada.  I had  the  opportunity  to 
interview  this  inspirational  lady  during  my  doctoral  studies 
on  effective  management  of  small  protected  areas.  For 
nearly  two  decades,  Mary  Majka  and  David  Christie  have 
voluntarily  managed  Mary’s  Point  Western  Hemispheric 
Shorebird  Reserve  in  close  co-operation  with  the  Canadian 
Wildlife  Service.  Mary’s  Point  is  a Canadian  conservation 
success  story  based  on  dedication  and  co-operation. 

The  story  begins  with  Mary 
Majka  - who  perseveres  and 
fulfils  her  mission  to  protect  the 
shorebirds  at  Mary’s  Point. 

Mary’s  Point,  situated  in  an 
economically  depressed  and 
sparsely  populated  area  of 
New  Brunswick’s  Bay  of 
Fundy,  is  named  after  a 
Micmac  woman  who  lived 
there  in  the  late  1700s.  It  is 
an  example  of  a small,  yet 
critical,  natural  area  essential 
to  the  survival  of  millions  of 
shorebirds.  The  unique 
combination  of  a sheltered 
bay,  expansive  tidal  flats  teeming  with  mud  shrimp  and  a 
sandy  beach  for  resting  during  high  tide,  make  it  an  ideal 
staging  area  for  shorebirds  undertaking  a non-stop  4000 
km  journey  to  their  South  American  winter  home. 

The  area’ s significance  was  recognized  by  Mary  in  1 963 
when  she  visited  this  beach  during  high  tide,  when 
thousands  of  migrating  shorebirds  were  congregating  on  the 
beach  to  rest.  Prior  to  this  time,  the  point  was  virtually 
unknown  to  naturalists  and  it  was  being  severely  disturbed 
by  traditional  beach  activities. 

David  Christie  - a highly  respected  naturalist  and 
equally  dedicated  conservationist  - joined  Mary  in  her 
efforts  to  protect  the  shorebirds.  They  started  informal 
shorebird  observations  at  Mary’s  Point.  Regular,  formal 
surveys  started  in  1 974,  when  the  CWS  organized  the 


Maritimes  Shorebird  Survey,  and  sought  volunteers 
assistance.  Mary  and  David  began  weekly  counts  from 
May  through  November.  Through  research,  ongoing 
informal  communication,  and  shared  recognition  of  Mary  ’ s 
Point’ s ecological  significance,  a very  effective  partnership 
between  a government  conservation  agency  and  local 
naturalists  emerged,  and  continues  to  this  day. 

In  1 978,  the  Canadian  government  acquired  Mary’s  Point 
as  part  of  the  Shepody  National  Wildlife  Area  which 
resulted  in  reduced  shorebird  disturbance.  However, 

protection  was  difficult  to 
guarantee  because  there  were 
no  government  funds  for  on- 
site supervision  or  education. 
Consequently,  Mary  and 
David  took  it  upon  themselves 
to  continue  in  their  role  as 
volunteer  guardians  ofMary’s 
Point.  Local  citizen 
involvement  was  needed  to 
change  disruptive  traditional 
uses  and  to  develop  local 
support. 


David  Christie  and  Dr.  Mary  Majka 


Mary  faced  strong  negative 
reactions  from  community 
members  annoyed  with  the  restrictions  placed  on  beach 
activities.  She  persevered  and  commented  on  the 
communities  reaction:  “you  know  when  you  start  being 
active,  especially  in  a small  community,  this  is  bound  to 
happen  because  you  are  putting  new  things  in  place,  and 
some  of  those  things  are  inconvenient  or  strange  to  people 
- so  they  just  react.  But  I guess  I know  in  my  own  mind, 
I’m  doing  the  right  things,  so  I don’t  worry  about  it.” 

Today,  despite  the  high  visitation  rate  ( 1 5,000  people  from 
late  June  through  to  September),  there  is  very  little 
disturbance  to  the  shorebirds  due  to  the  development  of 
interpretive  facilities,  visitor  control  and  public  education 
programs.  The  local  community  now  are  strong  advocates 
for  shorebird  protection.  Mary  notes,  “because  of  our 
operation  here,  we  have  not  only  heightened  awareness  of 
the  local  people,  you  know  regarding  the  importance  of  this 
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Continued... 


reserve,  but  there  is  sort  of  a good  will  and  interest  now 
developing.”. 

Mary ’s  Point  was  designated  as  a Ramsar  site  and  then  as  a 
Western  Hemispheric  Shorebird  Reserve,  in  1982  and 
1 987,  respectively.  Today,  it  is  considered  to  be  a model 
Western  Hemispheric  Reserve  because  of  the  successful 
shorebird  protection  achieved  through  volunteer  efforts  and 
through  a co-operative  management  approach. 

Dedication  and  co-operation  have  changed  the  fate  of 
millions  of  shorebirds.  The  cycle  of  life  continues. 
Volunteers  do  make  a difference! 


What  is  the  take  home  message  for  volunteer  stewards  in 
Alberta?  Working  to  protect  Alberta’s  precious  natural 
heritage  is  clearly  a challenge  and  I find  great  strength  in 
meeting  people  like  Mary  and  David.  I believe  we  need  to 
share  and  celebrate  our  conservation  success  stories  more. 
As  a volunteer  steward,  I am  proud  and  grateful  to  belong 
to  one  of  Alberta’ s most  important  stewardship  teams. 
With  continued  co-operation  between  dedicated  staff  and 
dedicated  volunteer  stewards,  we  will  continue  to  make  a 
difference  in  protecting  Alberta’s  wildlands.  A 


| Volunteer  Web  Sites 


Many  volunteer  organizations  are  using  the  ‘web’  to  provide 
information  for  their  volunteers  and  also  to  recruit  new 
volunteers  to  their  causes.  How  effective  this  is  - is  not 
known  at  this  time  but  when  you  can  ask  your  computer  to 
find  “volunteer”  and  get  over  a hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
“hits”  you  know  it  is  a tool  that  volunteer  organizations  are 
using. 

Using  the  search  parameters  (Alberta,  volunteer, 

Canada  and  conservation)  I was  directed  towards  1394 
possible  sites.  This  was  asking  the  computer  to  find 
sites  that  contained  all  four  words  not  any  of  the  four 
words.  It  was  no  surprise  that  many  of  the  sites  I was 
directed  towards  are  part  of  larger  organizations.  Trout 
Unlimited,  Canadian  Nature  Federation,  and  the  Nature 
Conservancy  were  some  of  these.  These  organizations 
have  the  manpower  (often  volunteers)  that  can  put  in 
the  time  required  to  run  and  maintain  a site. 

Many  of  the  other  sites  included  universities  where  you 
were  directed  towards  papers  or  discussion  groups. 
“Education  groups1”  were  also  plentiful  - looking  for  and 
informing  volunteers  about  their  “cause.” 

Some  of  these  sites  were  really  no  more  than  “resumes”  of 


By  B.  Ogston 

individuals  looking  to  get  into  the 
business  of  managing  volunteers  or 
some  other  type  of  paying  position. 

What  is  wonderful  about  all  these  sites 
is  the  links  that  they  send  you  on.  With  the  parameters  that  I 
had  set  for  this  search  I was  often  directed  to  a third  or 
fourth  level  of  a “site.”  By  using  the  “home”  or  “back” 
button  on  the  page  itself  (not  the  one  at  the  top  of  your 
computer’ s menu  bar)  I found  myself  connected  to  some 
very  interesting  and  informative  sites.  I often  had  to  go 
“back”  to  this  level  to  find  out  who  was  sponsoring  the  page 
and  what  was  their  “outlook”  on  the  issue. 

I had  thought,  when  asked  to  write  this  article  that  I 
would  simply  find  some  of  the  more  interesting  sites, 
and  tell  you  about  them.  I would  need  a book!  The 
Protected  Area  Volunteer  Steward  program  is  planning 
on  putting  up  it’s  own  volunteer  page.  Part  of  this  page 
will  be  links  to  other  pages  that  deal  with  conservation 
and  will  include  links  to  volunteer  sites  as  well.  These 
links  will  be  changed  and  updated  on  a regular  basis  and 
hopefully,  provide  you,  our  volunteers,  with  information 
you  want.  A 


Here  are  a couple  of  addresses  potentially  of  interest  to  readers  of  the  Steward: 

http://www.rbgkew.org.uk/herbarium/orchid/  is  a link  to  an  orchid  newsletter  put  out  by  Kew  Gardens. 
Includes  information  and  lists  of  references  on  orchids  worldwide. 

http://www.ex.ac.uk/bugclub/  links  you  to  the  Bug  Club.  This  is  a club  run  for  children  or  the  young  at  heart 
who  are  interested  in  Bugs  and  other  “Creepy-Crawlies”.  They  produce  a quarterly  newsletter  and  also 
organize  a number  of  field  events  and  visits  throughout  the  year.  Includes  items  of  potential  interest  like  care 
sheets  for  commonly  kept  insects 
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[Calling  all  Natural  Areas  Stewards  and  Land  Stewards! 


Would  you  like  to  meet  your  fellow  stewards  and  discuss  your  sites? 


Then  let’s  get  together  during  a summer  weekend  to  camp,  bird  watch,  visit  some  local 
natural  areas,  discuss  steward  issues,  pull  some  weeds  or  just  plain  goof  off.  Morden’s  land 
which  adjoins  the  Telfordville  Natural  Area  (approximately  an  hour’s  drive  southwest  of 
Edmonton)  could  be  used  for  camping.  We  can  arrange  to  have  a common  breakfast  and 
pot  luck  supper. 

As  we  are  unable  to  host  a Volunteer  Steward  Conference  this  year,  this  will  be  our  chance 
to  get  together.  Tentative  dates  are: 

June  28-29,  1 997 
July  26-27,  1 997 
August  23-24,  1 997 


If  you  are  interested  in  spending  sometime  together,  please  call  Don  Morden  at  telephone  455-4866  prior  to  May  1, 
1997  and  let  us  know  if  any  of  these  dates  will  work  for  you.  The  weekend  will  be  chosen  depending  on  when  the 
majority  of  people  are  able  to  attend.^ 
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University  of  Alberta  Practicum  Students 
at  Recreation  and  Protected  Areas 


i i i 


By  Tanya  Hill 

In  September  1996,  Sian  Swinnerton  and  I began  working  at  the  Recreation  and  Protected  Areas  Division  of  the 
Natural  Resources  Service  as  a requirement  for  our  degrees  in  Recreation  Administration.  This  four  month 
placement  quickly  drew  to  a close,  and  we  had  to  hurry  to  complete  all  of  our  projects.  We  worked  alongside  of 
Brian  Ogston,  the  Heritage  Appreciation  Coordinator,  doing  a variety  of  exciting  projects.  The  highlights  of  our 
experience  included:  developing  a school  visitation  program  and  handbook  for  Volunteer  Stewards,  revamping  the 
games  section  of  the  Elementary  and  Junior  High  Learning  Resources  Manual,  adding  the  Canadian  Shield  chapter 
to  the  Alberta  Natural  Regions  Poster  Series  Manual,  writing  articles  for  The  Steward , and  above  all  attending  the 
Ecological  Connections  -Parks  Conservation  Course. 

Both  of  us  will  graduate  this  spring  with  a Bachelor  of  Arts  in  Recreation  Administration  with  a specialization  in 
Recreation  and  Leisure  Environments  and  Heritage  Resources.  We  look  forward  to  using  the  skills  we  have  learned 
throughout  our  stay  with  Recreation  and  Protected  Areas. 

If  you  are  interested  in  placing  a practicum  student  from  the  Recreation  Administration  program  at  the  University 
of  Alberta,  please  contact  David  Mitsui  at  (403)  492-2931.  A 
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Volunteer  Steward  Profile:  Ken  Sanderson 


by  Sian  Swinnerton 


Since  1 994,  Ken  Sanderson  has  been  extremely  involved 
in  Alberta’s  Natural  Areas.  He  is  a Volunteer  Steward  for 
two  beautiful  spots  in  this  province:  Gregoire  Lake  and  La 
Saline  Natural  Areas. 

Ken  Sanderson  has 
always  been 
interested  in  the 
outdoors  and  the 
belief  that  Alberta’ s 
spaces  should  be 
protected.  This 
positive  outlook  on 
Alberta’s 
environment  is  still 
evident,  as  he  is 
currently  a Park 
Ranger  at  Gregoire 
Lake  and  the 
President  of  the 
FortMcMurray 
Field  Naturalist 
Society  which 
stewards  La  Saline. 


His  background  includes  a 
Diploma  in  Environmental  Sciences,  and  cultivating 
knowledge  in  botany  and  mycology.  His  primary  interests 
are  in  plant,  moss,  and  lichen  identification,  photography, 
and  the  land  management  of  protected  areas. 

Ken  became  a Volunteer  Steward  for  Gregoire  Lake 
Natural  Area  and  was  involved  in  opening  this  area  up  to 
the  Volunteer  Steward  Program.  Since  then,  some  of  his 
tasks  have  been  erecting  boundary  signs,  doing  clean  ups, 
and  conducting  biophysical  work. 

In  terms  of  landscape,  Gregoire  Lake  is  characterized  by 
low  lying  wetlands.  One  of  the  sections  that  Ken  is 
captivated  with,  is  the  large  sandbar  at  the  mouth  of 
Surmont  Creek,  which  is  always  crowded  with  hundreds  of 
gulls,  terns,  pelicans,  and  other  birds. 

The  second  site  that  Ken  became  involved  with,  through 


the  Fort  McMurray  Field  Naturalist  Society  is  La  Saline 
Natural  Area,  located  38  km  north  of  Fort  McMurray  on 
the  east  side  of  the  Athabasca  River.  “The  whole  lake  is 
amazing,”  mentions  Ken,  “ but  my  favourite  spot  would  be 
the  small  creek  valley  beside  the  tufa.  Picture  a small 

gravel  bottomed 
creek  flowing  through 
a grassy  valley, 
dotted  with  fringed 
gentain” 

His  desire  for  learning 
combined  with  an 
interest  in  plant 
identification,  land 
management  and 
protected  areas,  led 
him  to  become  a 
volunteer.  He  finds 
volunteering 
intrinsically 
rewarding,  as  it 
provides  stress  relief, 
and  supplies  the 
constant  teachings  of  nature, 
self  worth,  satisfaction  of  a 
job  well  done,  and  an  open  perspective  on  what  is 
important. 

Ken  Sanderson’s  words  of  wisdom  for  other  stewards, 
particularly  those  that  are  new,  is  to  “remember  to  stop 
and  enjoy  the  area  you  watch  over,  especially  when 
things  are  getting  rough.”  Ken  recounts  one  moment 
when  he  was  sitting  in  a bird  blind.  A blue  heron 
walked  up  within  1 0 feet  and  stood  there  till  it  caught  a 
sucker.  As  usual  with  interesting  encounters,  Ken  had  left 
his  camera  at  home. 

The  Protected  Areas  Volunteer  Steward  program  is  very 
proud  to  have  such  remarkable  and  dedicated  volunteers.  A 
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A Regular  Feature  to  Keep  Volunteer  Stewards  and 
Interested  Individuals  Informed  of  Activities 
Occurring  On  Our  Sites 


Site  Activities: 

September  1,  1996  to 
February  1,1997 


ALSIKE  BAT  LAKE  (382):  wellsite  access  not  permitted  to 
cross  site;  pipeline  right-of  -way  rejected 

ARMSTRONG  LAKE  (558):  seismic  program  approved  with 
low  impact  conditions 

ASTOTIN  (491):  joint  field  trip  completed  with  members  of  the 
Strathcona  Natural  History  Club  & Fort  Saskatchewan  Naturalist 
Society 

BEAVERHILL  (87):  Site  inspection  revealed  that  with  the 
present  low  water  levels,  Pelicans  Islands  are  no  longer  islands; 
they  are  now  part  of  the  shoreline  of  Beaverhill  Lake.  Seismic 
program  rejected 

BILBY  (55):  seismic  program  approved  with  low  impact 
conditions 

BLEAK  LAKE  (526):  seismic  program  approved  with  low 
impact  conditions 

BURNING  SULPHUR  (548):  Metallic  & Industrial  Minerals 
permit  application  rejected 

CARDINAL  DIVIDE  (342):  The  Alberta  Energy  and  Utilities 
Board  determined  The  Alpine  Club  of  Canada  to  be  a local 
intervener  at  the  Cardinal  River  Coals  Ltd.  and  TransAlta  Utilities 
Corporation  hearing  in  Hinton,  Alberta.  The  Board  reviewed 
natural  area  legislation  and  documentation  regarding  the  Volunteer 
Steward  Program.  The  Board  believed  the  duties  and 
responsibilities  of  a Volunteer  Steward  for  a Natural  Area  make 
that  relationship  to  the  specified  land  unique  and  special. 

CARIBOU  RIVER  (433):  a boundary  change  was  made  to 
remove  a portion  of  the  site  which  has  been  under  a long  term 
grazing  lease 

CHEDDERVILLE  (130):  seismic  program  approved  with  low 
impact  conditions 

COW  LAKE  (117):  seismic  programs  approved  with  low  impact 
conditions 

COYOTE  LAKE  (275):  wellsite  approved  on  the  candidate 
portion  of  the  site 

CROWSNEST  (392):  power  line  right-of-way  cleared  of  trees 

go) 


CROWSNEST  LAKE  (225):  grazing  lease  renewed  for  another 
term;  mineral  surface  lease  not  approved 

DUNVEGAN  (21):  seismic  program  rejected 

FAIRVIEW  (20):  seismic  program  approved  with  low  impact 
conditions 

FORT  MACLEOD  (406):  access  permitted  to  restore  roadway 
after  the  1995  flood 

HEART  RIVER  (570):  Metallic  & Industrial  Minerals  permit 
applications  rejected 

HIGHWAY(385):  seismic  program  approved  with  low  impact 
conditions 

HOADLEY  (377):  seismic  program  approved  with  low  impact 
conditions 

HOLMES  CROSSING  (459):  seismic  program  approved  with 
low  impact  conditions 

HUBERT  LAKE  (563):  seismic  programs  approved  with  low 
impact  conditions 

KIMIWAN  LAKE  (497):  Metallic  & Industrial  Minerals  permit 
application  rejected 

LAC  TREMBLE  (85):  grazing  lease  renewed  for  another  term 

LILY  LAKE  (128):  seismic  program  approved  with  low  impact 
conditions 

LLOYD  CREEK  (270):  seismic  program  rejected 

MARKERVILLE  (124):  seismic  program  approved  with  low 
impact  conditions 

OTAUWAU  RIVER  (531):  seismic  program  approved  with  low 
impact  conditions 

OUTPOST  WETLANDS  (499):  north  boundary  fence  jointly 
erected  by  Parks  & Public  Lands 

PEA  VINE  CREEK  (260):  Metallic  & Industrial  Minerals  permit 
application  rejected 


Continued... 


POLICE  COUPE  CAVE  (513):  Metallic  & Industrial  Minerals 
permit  application  rejected 

PRAIRIE  CREEK  CLEARWATER  (495):  seismic  program 
approved  with  low  impact  conditions 

PRIMULA  (89):  three  new  wellsites  were  rejected,  in  favour  of 
one  new  wellsite  pad  being  developed  for  two  wells  and  the 
drilling  of  the  third  well  on  an  existing  wellsite.  Power  line 
relocated  to  accommodate  the  wellsite.  Seismic  program  approved 
with  low  impact  conditions. 

ROCKY  MOUNTAIN  HOUSE  (45):  seismic  program  on 
roadways,  no  concerns 

ROUND  VALLEY  (140):  seismic  program  on  roadways,  no 
concerns 

SAND  LAKE  (26):  seismic  programs  approved  with  low  impact 
conditions 


SPRUCE  ISLAND  LAKE  (396):  seismic  program  approved 
with  low  impact  conditions 

STRAWBERRY  CREEK  (242):  pipeline  application  rejected 

TOWN  CREEK  (510):  seismic  program  approved  with  low 
impact  conditions 

UKALTA  DUNES  (469):  a formal  request  to  drop  natural  area 
reservation  rejected 

WAGNER  (142):  On  December  18th,  the  Wagner  Natural  Area 
Society  received  word  that  plans  for  the  service  road  have  been 
cancelled. 

WHITE  EARTH  VALLEY  (502):  seismic  programs  approved 
with  low  impact  conditions 

WILSON  CREEK  (524):  pipeline  approved  with  conditions  A. 


UPCOMING  EVENTS 

Taken  from  the  Nature  Network:  (Volume  3,  No.  # 1 ), 
Foray  (Issue  3)  and  Connections  (Winter  1997  Vol.  9,  No.  1) 


CONFERENCES 


Ruralize  ‘97 

Volunteer  Conference  - Barrhead 

April  11, 1997,  8:30  - 4:30  p.m.,  Barrhead,  Alberta 

For  information  or  to  register,  contact  the  Barrhead 
FCSS  office  at  (403)  674-3341. 

Fire  and  Flood:  The  Role  of  Disturbance  in  Natural 
Landscape 

10th  Annual  Alberta  Native  Plant  Council 
Workshop  and  Annual  General  Meeting 

Saturday  April  12, 1997  North  Hill  Inn,  Red 
Deer,  Alberta 

Registration  8:00  a.m  Workshop  9 a.m.-5  p.m. 
Annual  General  Meeting  5-6:30  p.m. 

Sat.  Night  Program  7:30 

Sunday  April  13, 1997  Field  Trips 

J.J.  Collett  Natural  Area  and  Rumsey  Wildland 

For  further  details  contact  Dan  Maclsaac  in 

Edmonton  (work)  435-7332  (home)  962-5462 

dmacisaac@nofc.forestry.ca  (e-mail) 


Vitalize  ‘97 

Partnerships  & Our  Volunteer  Advantage 
June  12, 13  and  14, 1997,  Calgary  Convention 
Centre,  Calgary,  Alberta 

For  information  or  to  be  placed  on  the  Vitalize  ’97 
Mailing  List,  contact  John  Kopeck  at  (403)  422-9305 
or  fax  (403)  427-4155  or  toll  free  through  the 
Government  RITE  line  by  calling  310-0000. 

Leading  Into  the  Next  Millennium  - A Global  Quest 
for  Volunteer  Effort 

International  Association  for  Volunteer  Effort 
(IAVE)  1998  World  Volunteer  Conference 
August  23  - 28,  1998,  Edmonton,  Alberta 

For  more  information  on  IAVE  1998,  call  the  Wild 
Rose  Foundation  at  (403)  422-9305  or 
fax  at  (403)427-4155. 

Continued... 
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Return  Address: 

Recreation  and  Protected 
Areas  Division 
9820  -106  Street 
2nd  Floor,  Oxbridge  Place 
Edmonton,  Alberta 
T5K  2J6 


National  Library  of  Canada 
Bibliothdque  nationale  du  Canada 


3 3286  51255  1793 


Plant  Study  Group  sponsored  by  the  Edmonton 
Natural  History  Club  and  Native  Plant  Council 

April  10  - A Naturalist  in  Eastern  Australia 

Derek  Johnson 

• slides  of  plants,  birds  and  reptiles  from  his  recent 
visit. 

•co-sponsored  with  the  ENHC. 

Meet  7:30  p.m.  Provincial  Museum  lecture  room. 
Details  contact  Patsy  @ 481-1525. 

Strathcona  Naturalists  Group 

Details  contact  Cathy  @ 464-3823.  All  events  start  @ 

9:00  a.m.  Admission  for  non-members  $4/person, 

$ 10/family 

April  19  - Owl  Prowl  - Ray  Cromie 

• learn  how  to  find  owls  with  an  expert 

•meet  at  Sherwood  Park  Natural  Area,  3 miles  south 
of  Wye  Rd.  on  Range  Rd.  231 


Wagner  Natural  Area  Society 
now  has  voice  mail. 

Their  new  number  is 
988-4477 


Edmonton  Bird  Club  Field  Trips 

All  trips  meet  @8:00  a.m..  Details  contact  Jim  Lange 

@455-7021 

April  12  - Islet  Lake/Blackfoot  Grazing  Reserve 

•waterfowl  and  raptors 

• bring  rubber  boots 

•meet  at  Safeway,  109  St.  & 82  Ave. 

April  26  & 27  - Snow  Goose  Festival  - Tofield 

• details  contact  Jackie  Kallal  @ 662-3269,  John 
Janzen  Nature  Centre  496-6950,  or  Jim  Lange  @ 
455-7021. 

Edmonton  Mycological  Society  - Calendar  Events 

1997 

Edmonton  Mycological  Society 
University  of  Alberta  Postal  Outlet 
Box  60152,  Edmonton,  AB  T6G  2S5 
Phone:  (403)  988-3807 

Come  out  and  participate  in  the  following  events: 

April  16  Prairie  Mushrooms  (Facility  Tour  in 
Ardrossan  from  4-5  p.m.) 

May  1 8 Morel  Mania  (Ministik  Sanctuary  Foray) 
June  14  & 15  Oyster  Feast  (Poplar  Creek  Foray) 
July  5 Devon  Potluck  BBQ  (Emil  Sziron  acreage 
and  mushroom  farm) 

August  9 & 10  Mushroom  Magic  (Devonian  Gardens 
Display  and  Foray) 

August  30/31  & 

Sept.  1 Flydnum  Jamboree  (Hinton  Foray) 

October  4 Honey  Do  (Honey  Mushroom  Foray) 


Environmental  Protection 
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